
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I can’t believe another year has almost passed.  The older I get, 
the faster the years seem to be going by.  I remember hearing those 
words from my grandfather and other “older” people, so the 
fact that I am now saying this, sounds a little frightening to 
me.  Am I getting older as well?  I suppose I am. 
 
When I look in the mirror I don’t seem to see evidence of 
these changes.  I blindly observe the same guy as I saw 20 
years ago.  In fact, I am content to post a 10 year old photo 
as my Facebook status, because in my mind, not much has 
changed.  However, when I look beyond myself, and 
especially at my children, things seem to be changing like a 
supercharged clock.   
 
I read of young couples in love…I was just there it seems.  I 
see couples get married and it feels like I was just standing 
there in the church myself.  And young families?  Babies 
being born – I remember all four of ours being born like it 
was yesterday.  I think I remember the births better than my 
wife because she was too distracted to truly appreciate the 
miracle of birth.   And kids in diapers.  Oops, can’t 
remember that one.  Kids off to school for their first time.  
Where has it all gone?  I wish I could turn back the clock.   
 
I would really like to go back to the time when the kids were losing their teeth, 
because I saw a really cool video where a dad used a homemade rocket tied to a 
string to pull out his son’s tooth.  O how I wish I could turn back the clock for 
that! 
 
But time has zipped by and here I am staring the end of 2014 straight in the eye.  
We started 2014 with our family back intact after the two oldest returned in 
December 2013 from 6 months at Capernwray New Zealand.  It was great to have 
the family back together again. 
 
Jesse returned to working as an apprentice mechanic, while Jayme started working 
as a secretary at our home church.  Brittany finished grade 10, while Brooklyn 
finished grade 8.  And then summer with some nice family times together and fall 
began.   
 

Some good friends of ours moved to California and invited Jayme to join 
them.  What??!!  You can’t leave us again, Jayme.  Not ever, ever, ever!  But 
she turned 19 and locking her in her room was no longer an option (with her 
it never was).  So we blessed her as she headed off to California in October 
to help the Swan’s with their 4 kids to adjust to life in San Francisco area.   
 
Jayme came home again the first of December – but only for 10 days.  As I 
write this, I have just confirmed her safe arrival at the Capernwray Bible 
School near Schladming, Austria.  Jayme travelled via Keflavikurflugvollur, 
Iceland and Munich, Germany.  Jayme will be in Austria working as a 
missionary/staff support person until July 2015.  And please help me if this is 
a selfish prayer:  Lord, please don’t let her fall in love with a man from the other side of 
the world.  Oh, and bless her service to You in Austria.  
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Merry Christmas 
2014 

Day [dey] 
A	
  day	
  is	
  a	
  unit	
  of	
  time.	
  In	
  
common	
  usage,	
  it	
  is	
  an	
  interval	
  
equal	
  to	
  24	
  hours.	
  It	
  also	
  can	
  
mean	
  the	
  consecutive	
  period	
  of	
  
time	
  during	
  which	
  the	
  Sun	
  is	
  
above	
  the	
  horizon	
  of	
  a	
  location,	
  
also	
  known	
  as	
  daytime.	
  	
  	
  There	
  
are	
  365.25	
  days	
  in	
  a	
  year.	
  	
  The	
  
average	
  Canadian	
  will	
  live	
  
through	
  almost	
  30,000	
  days.	
  
	
  
Year	
  	
  [yeer]	
  
A	
  year	
  is	
  the	
  orbital	
  period	
  of	
  
the	
  Earth	
  moving	
  in	
  its	
  orbit	
  
around	
  the	
  Sun.	
  For	
  an	
  
observer	
  on	
  the	
  Earth,	
  this	
  
corresponds	
  to	
  the	
  period	
  it	
  
takes	
  the	
  Sun	
  to	
  complete	
  one	
  
course	
  throughout	
  the	
  zodiac	
  
along	
  the	
  ecliptic.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  unit	
  of	
  
time,	
  it	
  is	
  365.25	
  days,	
  or	
  
525,960	
  minutes.	
  	
  The	
  course	
  of	
  
a	
  year	
  sees	
  the	
  passing	
  of	
  the	
  
seasons	
  (spring,	
  summer,	
  
autumn,	
  winter),	
  marked	
  by	
  
changes	
  in	
  weather,	
  the	
  hours	
  
of	
  daylight,	
  and	
  consequently	
  
vegetation	
  and	
  fertility.	
  	
  The	
  
average	
  Canadian	
  will	
  live	
  81.24	
  
years.	
  

 

Merry Christmas from our home to yours 



I have been studying the use of the Hebrew terms for “years” (shaneh) and “days” (yom) and here 
is what I have learned in a nutshell.  There are many more uses of “days” (2300) than “years” (875).  
Years are marked by high events like festivals and harvests, while days are filled with activities and 
the relentless passage of time.  The root word of YEARS in Hebrew is “shana” which means to 
“repeat” or to “change” (the next time around).  I only have a few years with my children, and they 
are slipping by fast.  But my days are full, especially with children in my midst.  
 
Ecclesiastes 6:3 has an interesting joining of “days” and “years” in Hebrew.  It considers the dad 
who has lots of children and literally it reads:  the days of your years be many.    I want that.  I want my 
days to be full, along with the years.  The years seem to go by so fast! 
 
I appreciate the words of my friend, Tim Kimmel, “When it comes to parenting, the days are long, 
but the years are short.” 
 
May 2015 be for you – days that are full and a year that is as well! 
 
 
 
I have sometimes been asked, “What exactly are you doing these days?”  “Do you still work for 
Focus on the Family?”   
 
I worked for Focus on the Family Canada for 6 years, until 2010.  During my latter time at Focus, I 
began an initiative to help church leaders build families and faith.  This initiative was called “Faith 
at Home” and was a joint venture with author, Mark Holmen.  I quarterbacked a national tour with 
Mark Holmen and Focus on the Family in 2010. However, due to financial constraints, Focus had 
to release me from my speaking duties, while continuing to support me and the Faith at Home 
initiative.   
 
Focus was only able to support the Faith at Home initiative for 1 of 2 years to which they had 
committed.  It was initially a partnership with Willow Creek Canada, however, in 2012, Willow 
Creek and Focus both had some tough financial decisions to make and ended their support of 
Faith at Home Ministries in Canada.  Previous conversations with FamilyLife Canada came to 
fruition, and as of January 2012, Faith at Home in Canada has been a ministry under the general 
oversight of FamilyLife Canada.  FamilyLife is in turn a ministry of one of the largest Christian 
ministries in the world, Power to Change (Campus Crusade).  
 
As a ministry of FamilyLife and Power to Change, this has meant that I have to raise support to 
sustain the ministry.  Ministry partners who uphold Faith at Home in prayer and financial support 
are essential to our continued ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
2014 began with a new direction, as I was invited to become the International Ministries Director 
for Faith at Home.  Essentially, this meant coordinating the ministry of Faith at Home and building 
the support mechanisms for us to reach parents and churches in the US, Canada, and numerous 
countries around the world.  While it may seem like a grand task, I have spent more than my share 
of time building online networks, websites, and social media connecting points for pastors and 
family ministry workers around the world.  I have led the ministry through a process of rebranding 
and building websites for the core ministry as well as the Church Network.  We have received so 
many requests from church leaders for assistance that we cannot keep up.  The Church Network is 
an attempt to put these church leaders in touch with one another and key resources to help them 

What am I doing? 

What has been happening? 
 



impact families.  Another significant resource I have led the way in developing is the FaithLIFE 
Survey.   This survey will provide churches with a great assessment tool to discover how their 
ministries are impacting faith and homes.   
 
 

 
 

I have had to learn a lot about website development and statistics in the past year, but this is not 
what I am passionate about.  I want to help churches make a difference, but I feel the Lord has 
gifted and called me first of all to teach and to preach, and then to a ministry of helps.   I feel like 
the farmer who is good at working with animals but has spent a year fixing machinery.  It is all 
important work, but it isn’t what I want to do in the long run.   
 
For this reason, I ask you to join me in prayer for the Lord’s direction for me personally and for 
Faith at Home.  I want to serve the needs of the ministry and to live out the desires of my heart.  
Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Psalm 37:4 
 
Since the summer, I have had the opportunity to speak at the Creston Baptist Church Family 
Camp.  What a great opportunity this was!  CBC was the first church I served in as a pastor and 
remains such a significant influence in my life and ministry.  It was a joy beyond words to connect 
with old friends (yes, Morris Hanson, you are now “old” – at least in friendship), especially Charlie 
Opper who has now gone to be with the Lord after a brave battle with cancer.  Charlie will always 
be to me a fantastic example that God can take a life at any age and do wonderful things when one 
is surrendered to Him.  I look forward to playing guitar with Charlie when I get to heaven.   
 
In a tent-making stint, I returned to my farm roots to help my brother bring in the harvest in 
September.  A freak September snow-storm leveled the crops and brought enormous challenges to 
harvest the crop and not the rocks in the field.  Going back to the farm has had a way of bringing 
focus and centering to my life.  Thank you brother Stan! 
 
In October, Celia and I had the privelege of speaking in Jasper for Grande Prairie’s CFA Church 
annual marriage retreat.  We tried our best to impart wisdom on marriage, but honestly, we were 
humbled to be part of this fantastic marriage ministry to so many couples.  Way to to CFA – you 
are a model church in impacting marriages! 
 
October was also the time for a gathering of key Faith at Home ministry leaders in Louisville, KY 
for the annual D6 Conference (D6 = Deuteronomy 6).  This conference is a pivotal opportunity to 
connect with innovative family ministry leaders from around the world for the sake of God’s 
kingdom.   
 
I had a chance to bring my daughter, Brittany, down to join me at the end of the D6 Conference in 
Louisville. The deal in our family has been that I would bring each of the kids with me on a trip 
when they turned 12 years old.  I brought Jesse to Capernwray/Thetis Island with the Roys, and 
Jayme came with me for a ministry weekend in Toronto where we visited with our great ministry 
friends Ken and Ann Vernon (Ken has since gone to be with the Lord).  Brittany and Brooklyn 
have been waiting since they turned 12 and had all but given up.  I decided no matter what, that I 
would make it work for Brittany (now 16) at the D6 Conference in Louisville and it was wonderful!  
We visited Churchill Downs (home of the Kentucky Derby),  Keith and Theresa Hanson, the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Chick-Fil-A, FoxHollow Farm, the Kentucky National 
Gun Day Show, and Southeast Christian Church.  The highlight was an exhibition game between 
Miami Heat and the Orlando Pelicans.  Kentucky was very nice, but the time with my daughter 
Brittany was priceless and fantastic!  
 



 
 
 
 
To be honest, 2014 has not been an easy year.  It has been difficult to raise the required support to 
sustain the ministry.  We have been operating in a significant deficit for the past 3 years.  We have 
been living by faith, but are currently trying to evaluate if this is the direction we should continue to 
go, or if the Lord is calling us to something new and different.  Please pray with me to discern the 
Lord’s direction for the days ahead. 
 
If you would like to discuss further how you can support our ministry with Faith at Home, please 
give me a phone call at (780) 668-6652 or email me at brian@faithathome.ca.  You can also support 
by giving online at www.faithathome.ca/invest. 
 
 
 
Have a b lessed Chris tmas and a very  joy fu l  new year ! 

 
 
 

 
 

     

How can I support the ministry? 
 


